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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

LISTING OF CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently amended) An inflator comprising: 

a housing including at least one exit port; 

a container in which is stored a fluid under pressure, the container 
being located in the housing and having opposite first and second ends; 

a tool located in the housing adjacent the first end of the container for 
opening the first end of the container; afi4 

a pyrotechnic device located adjacent the second end of the container 
and actuatable for propelling the container through the housing and into contact with 
the tool so as to cause the tool to open the first end of the container and enable a 
flow of fluid from the container toward the at least one exit port of the housing^_and 

a breech block located in the housing adjacent the second end of the 
container, the breech block being adapted to support the pyrotechnic device and 
maintain the container and the pyrotechnic device in spaced relation. 

2. (Original) The inflator of claim 1 wherein the flow of fluid from the 
container acts to propel the container back through the housing in a direction away 
from the tool, a portion of the housing forming at least part of a stop mechanism for 
limiting movement of the container away from the tool. 
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3. (Currently amended) The inflator of claim 2 wherein the portion of the 
housing that forms at least part of the stop mechanism is a the breech block, the 
breech block engaging the second end of the container to stop movement of the 
container away from the tool. 

4. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 2 wherein the portion of the housing 
that forms at least part of the stop mechanism includes a surface that partially 
defines a groove in an inner surface of the housing, a locking member that is 
attached to the container engaging the surface to stop movement of the container 
away from the tool. 

5. (Currently amended) The inflator of claim 1 further including a member 
for resisting movement of the container toward the t ool. 

6. (Original) The inflator of claim 5 wherein the member is a spring that 
biases the container away from the tool. 

7. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 5 wherein the member is a flexible 
locking member that is attached to the container, the flexible locking member 
engaging a surface that partially defines a groove in the housing. 

8. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 1 wherein the housing is formed from 

plastic. 
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9. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 1 wherein the fluid is a combustible 
gas mixture, the housing including structure for directing hot gas resulting in 
actuation of the pyrotechnic device into the flow of the combustible gas mixture from 
the container so as to ignite the combustible gas mixture. 

10. (Currently amended) Th e inflator of c l a i m 1 furth e r inc l ud i ng An inflator 
comprising: 

a housing including at least one exit port; 

a container in which is stored a fluid under pressure, the container 
being located in the housing and having opposite first and second ends; 

a tool located in the housing adjacent the first end of the container for 
opening the first end of the container; 

a pyrotechnic device located adjacent the second end of the container 
and actuatable for propelling the container through the housing and into contact with 
the tool so as to cause the tool to open the first end of the container and enable a 
flow of fluid from the container toward the at least one exit port of the housing; and 

a shield that is located in the housing, the shield preventing debris from 
entering a portion of the housing, the shield being ruptured during movement of the 
container relative to the housing. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) An inflator comprising: 

a housing including at least one exit port; 
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a container in which is stored a fluid under pressure, the container 
being located in the housing and having opposite first and second ends; 

a tool located in the housing adjacent the first end of the container for 
opening the first end of the container;-an4 

a device that is actuatable for propelling the container through the 
housing and into contact with the tool so as to cause the tool to open the first end of 
the container and enable a flow of fluid from the container toward the at least one 
exit port of the housing; and 

a breech block located in the housing adjacent the second end of the 
container, the breech block being adapted to support the pyrotechnic device and 
maintain the container and the pyrotechnic device in spaced relation; 

a portion of the housing forming at least part of a stop mechanism for 
limiting movement of the container away from the tool in response to the flow of fluid 
from the container acting to propel the container away from the tool. 

12. (Original) The inflator of claim 11 wherein the device is a pyrotechnic 
initiator that is located adjacent the second end of the container. 

13. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 12 wherein the fluid is a combustible 
gas mixture, the housing including structure for directing hot gas resulting in 
actuation of the pyrotechnic initiator into the flow of the combustible gas mixture from 
the container so as to ignite the combustible gas mixture. 
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14. (Currently amended) The inflator of claim 1 1 wherein the portion of the 
housing that forms at least part of the stop mechanism is a the breech block, the 
breech block engaging the second end of the container to stop movement of the 
container away from the tool. 

15. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 1 1 wherein the portion of the housing 
that forms at least part of the stop mechanism includes a surface that partially 
defines a groove in an inner surface of the housing, a locking member that is 
attached to the container engaging the surface to stop movement of the container 
away from the tool. 

16. (Original) The inflator of claim 1 1 further including a member for resisting 
movement of the container toward tool. 

17. (Original) The inflator of claim 16 wherein the member is a spring that 
biases the container away from the tool. 

18. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 16 wherein the member is a flexible 
locking member that is attached to the container, the flexible locking member 
engaging a surface that partially defines a groove in the housing. 

19. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 1 1 wherein the housing is formed 
from plastic. 
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20. (Original) The inflator of claim 1 1 further including a shield that is located 
in the housing, the shield preventing debris from entering a portion of the housing, 
the shield being ruptured during movement of the container relative to the housing. 

21. (Withdrawn) An inflator comprising: 

a plastic housing, at least one exit port extending through the plastic 

housing, 

a container in which is stored a fluid under pressure, the container 
being located in the plastic housing; 

structure associated with the plastic housing and actuatable for 
propelling the container relative to the plastic housing and into contact with a tool for 
opening the container to enable a flow of fluid from the container toward the at least 
one exit port of the plastic housing. 

22. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 21 wherein the flow of fluid from the 
container acts to propel the container back through the plastic housing in a direction 
away from the tool, a portion of the plastic housing forming at least part of a stop 
mechanism for limiting movement of the container away from the tool. 

23. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 22 wherein the portion of the housing 
that forms at least part of the stop mechanism is a breech block, the breech block 
engaging the container to stop movement of the container away from the tool. 
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24. (Withdrawn) The inflator of claim 21 further including a member for 
resisting movement of the container toward tool. 

25. (New) The inflator of claim 1 wherein the housing includes a tubular 
main body portion having opposite first and second axial ends and a closure member 
for closing the first axial end, and the closure member includes the at least one exit 
port. 

26. (New) The inflator of claim 1 1 wherein the housing includes a tubular 
main body portion having opposite first and second axial ends and a closure member 
for closing the first axial end, and the closure member includes the at least one exit 
port. 

27. (New) The inflator of claim 1 wherein the breech block includes 
opposite first and second axial ends, the first axial end having a first recess adapted 
to engage the second end of the container and the second axial end having a 
second recess adapted to receive the pyrotechnic device. 

28. (New) The inflator of claim 27 wherein the breech block includes an 
axially extending bore connecting the first and second recesses, the bore helping to 
maintain the container and the pyrotechnic device in spaced relation with an 
intervening void therebetween. 
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29. (New) The inflator of claim 1 1 wherein the breech block includes 
opposite first and second axial ends, the first axial end having a first recess adapted 
to engage the second end of the container and the second axial end having a 
second recess adapted to receive the pyrotechnic device. 

30. (New) The inflator of claim 29 wherein the breech block includes an 
axially extending bore connecting the first and second recesses, the bore helping to 
maintain the container and the pyrotechnic device in spaced relation with an 
intervening void therebetween. 

31 . (New) The inflator of claim 1 wherein at least a portion of the 
intervening void between the pyrotechnic device and the second end of the container 
is open space in which no structure is located between the pyrotechnic device and 
the second end of the container. 

32. (New) The inflator of claim 1 1 wherein at least a portion of the 
intervening void between the pyrotechnic device and the second end of the container 
is open space in which no structure is located between the pyrotechnic device and 
the second end of the container. 



